
NJA – HISTORY – SKILLS PROGRESSION 
A high-quality history education will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. It should inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more about the past. Teaching should equip pupils to 
ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. History helps pupils to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies and 

relationships between different groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges of their time. 
Key 
Skill 

Prior Knowledge YEAR 3 – Ancient Britain and its invaders YEAR 4 -  Ancient Britain and its invaders YEAR 5 – Ancient Greece and the Mayans YEAR 6 – WW2 and Ancient Egypt 

Focus 
area: 

 

 Changes in Britain: Stone age → Bronze Age → 
Iron Age  

 The roman empire and its impact on Britain 
(invasion!) 

 A local history study: Celtic Cornwall and 
Mining 

 Britain’s settlement by Anglo Saxons and Scots 
(invasion!) 

 The Viking struggle (settlement and invasion!) up 
to 1066 

 Ancient Greece 
 A non-European society that provides 

contrasts with British history: The 
Mayans  

 

 A study into an aspect of British 
history (beyond 1066): WW2 

 The achievement of an early 
civilization: Ancient Egypt 
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 I can observe or handle 
evidence to ask questions and 
find answers to questions 
about the past. 

 I can identify some of the 
different ways the past has 
been represented. 

 I can describe significant 
people from the past.  

 I recognise that there are 
reasons why people in the 
past acted as they did. 

 I can describe changes that have happened in 
our locality. 

 I can find out about everyday lives of people in 
Britain (through the Stone age to the Roman 
invasion) and compare them to our lives now.  

 I can identify reasons for and results of peoples 
actions. 

 I can identify key features and events of the Anglo 
Saxon and Viking invasions. 

 I can identify how changes in the past impact 
Britain now.  

 I identify and describe different ways in which the 
past has been interpreted. 

 

 I can describe the characteristic features 
of the past, including ideas, beliefs, 
attitudes and experiences of men, 
women and children.  

 I can describe the social, ethnic, cultural 
or religious diversity of past society. 

 I can compare the Mayan and Greek 
civilizations to Britain during those time 
periods.  

 I seek out and analyse a wide range 
of evidence in order to justify 
claims about the past. 

 I suggest reasons for continuity and 
change in history. 

 I recognise why some events, 
people and changes might be 
judged as more historically 
significant than others. 
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 I can describe historical 
events. 

 I can compare some of the 
times studied with those of 
other areas of interest around 
the world. 

 

 I can use more than one source of evidence in 
order to gain a more accurate understanding of 
history. 

 I can suggest causes and consequences of some 
of the main events and changes in British 
history. 

 I can suggest how these events have influenced 
the way we live now.   

 I can describe different accounts of a historical 
event, explaining some of the reasons why the 
accounts may differ.  

 I understand that no single source of evidence 
gives the full answer to questions about the past. 

 I select suitable sources of evidence, 
giving reasons for choices. 

 I can use a range of sources to explore 
the influence of Ancient Greece on the 
Western World.  

 

 I use sources of information to form 
testable hypotheses about the past. 

 I refine lines of enquiry as 
appropriate.  

 I show an awareness of the concept 
of propaganda and how historians 
must understand the social context 
of evidence studied. 
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 I ask questions e.g. What was 
it like? What happened? How 
long ago? 

 I use artefacts, pictures, 
stories, online sources, 
databases. 

 I use evidence to ask questions and find answers 
to questions about the past. 

 

 I use suggest suitable sources of evidence to 
deduce information and to test a hypothesis. 

 I can ask a variety of questions. 

 I can use a range of primary and 
secondary sources as evidence, to build 
a picture of life in the time studied. 

 I can recognise and use a range of 
primary and secondary sources to 
find out an aspect of time passed.  
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 I can use ‘now’ and then’ to 
sort artefacts and can 
sequence a collection of 
artefacts. 

  I can place events and 
artefacts in order on a time 
line. 

 I can recount changes that 
have occurred in my own 
lives. 

 I can use dates where 
appropriate 

 I use words and phrases (and 
labels) such as: a long time 
ago, recently, when my adults 
were children, years, decades 
and centuries to describe the 
passing of time 

 

 I can place dates, events, artefacts and historical 
figures on a time line using dates. 

 I can use dates and terms to describe events 
and time periods.  

 I show an understanding of the concept of 
nation and a nation’s history through 
discussions, pictures, drama and annotations.  

 I can place key historical dates (using AC/BC), 
events, artefacts and historical figures on a time 
line using dates. 

 I can describe some of the main events, people, 
periods and changes during the Roman and Anglo-
Saxon invasions and settlements, up to the end of 
the Saxon era.  

 I can use and show an understanding of the terms: 
social, religious, political, technological, cultural, 
civilisation, monarchy, parliament, democracy, 
war and peace. 

 I use appropriate historical vocabulary to 
communicate, including: dates, time period, era, 
change, chronology. 

 

 I can place events, artefacts and 
historical figures on a time line using 
dates. 

 I use dates and terms accurately in 
describing events and use appropriate 
historical vocabulary to communicate, 
including: dates, time period, era, 
change, chronology, century, decade, 
legacy. 

 

 I understand the concepts of 
continuity and change over time, 
representing them, along with 
evidence, on a time line. 

 I use dates and terms accurately in 
describing events. 

 I can identify periods of rapid 
change in history and contrast 
them with times of relatively little 
change. 

 I can confidently use and 
understand historical vocabulary to 
communicate ideas.  
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 Stone Age 

 Cave paintings, homes and lifestyle, early 
farmers, Skara Brae (Neolithic site), compare to 
life today 
 

Bronze Age 

 Religion – Stonehenge (druids), Technology – 
copper and tin tools, Travel – boats, wheeled 
carts 
 

Iron Age 

 Tribal kingdoms – celts and druids, farming, 
hillforts, making tools (links to mythology – 
giants etc) 

 Art and culture – celtic art, head hunting, 
Cornish language 

 
The Roman Empire and the power of its army in 
the years BC 
 
The Roman’s battles with the celts 

 Julius Caesar's attempted invasion in 55-54BC  

 100 years later the successful invasion by 
Claudius and the changes this brought (taxes, 
land invasion 

 British (Celtic) resistance e.g. Boudica (Celtic 
Queen) and Scottish borders (Hadrian’s Wall) 
 

Impact of technology, culture & beliefs: 

 Roman Gods – Mercury, Neptune, Jupiter etc 

 They brought stinging nettles, roads, rabbits, 
writing, reading, counting, coins, numerals 

 
Celts in Cornwall? / Mining (links to Iron age and 
digging deeper + Cornish giants and gods) 

 Cornish legends 

 Mining history and changes in Cornwall (and 
Newquay) over time 

Roman withdrawal from Britain and the fall of the 
western Roman Empire 

 Roman left Britain in c. AD 410 because 
“barbarians” (Anglo- Saxons) were attacking the 
Empire  
 

Invasion of Britain (around AD 410) 

 Mixed tribes (Anglo Saxons) from Germany, 
Denmark and the Netherlands invaded and settled 

 Picts and Scots invaded from North of Hadrian's 
Wall while Anglo-Saxons were invading from the 
sea. 
 

Anglo-Saxon Life 

 Laws, justice and kings of different tribes (inc. 
Alfred the Great). 

 Settlements, tribal kingdoms and place names 
(Northumbria, Mercia, Wessex, Kent and East 
Anglia) 

 Village life and the roles of different people. Their 
culture - storytelling, art, lute, harp, Beowulf, 
pagan gods, superstition (rhymes, potions, jewels 
for protection etc), King Arthur 
 

Christian conversion 
Three super saints (monks): Augustine, Columba 
and Aidan at Canterbury, Iona and Lindisfarne 

Greek Life 

 Gods, art, how they lived 
 

Their achievements and their influence 
on the Western World 

 Olympic games, Alexander the Great, 
Democracy, Discoveries and language 
 

Mayans 

 Mayan Gods, their number system, 
growing and eating, Frederick 
Catherwood (English artist drew Mayan 
life and ruins), Chichen Itza (Mayan 
ruins – temple and pyramind) 

WW2 – Battle of Britain 

 Life at that time and through the 
war, Evacuation and children at 
war, the war effort, food, shopping, 
propaganda, Remembrance Day, 
the World at War 
 

Ancient civilisation - Where and 
when did they appear? 

 World history 
 

An in depth study of Ancient Egypt 

 Pyramids, discovery, rivers, 
lifestyle, rules and law, society 

 


