
Year 4 - Spring - Medium Term Planning overview 
Week: 7th January 14th January 21st January 28th January 4th February 11th February 

Weekly overview: Week 1 Monday – Normal sessions in am 
and the pm will be spent preparing the 
rooms ready for unit and Science. On 
Tuesday am, the year group will go on a 
habitat hunt (around Newquay / zoo). The 
trip will feed into the Science and English for 
the week.  
  
PM focus - Science Habitats (GS) (1 page)   
 

Week 2 
Monday session – Cornish Birds of 
Prey round robin. The session will feed in 
the Science and English work for the 
week.  
 
PM session focus: Science Animals 
(GS) investigating teeth and eating 
(1page)  
 
 
 

Week 3 
Monday session - Marks Ark with a 
focus around predator/prey.  
 
PM session focus: Science Animals 
(GS) investigating digestion and food 
chains (1 page)  
 

Week 4 
ICT will be timetabled and will allow the child 
to apply their ICT skills using pre-researched 
material from the English sessions.  
 
PM Sessions ICT WEEK / RE (TS/WP) 
Researching an animal and creating a ppt 
presentation with 4 subheadings/slides (2 
pages)  

Week 5 
Pupils will use their knowledge of 
animals and habitats to create an 
extended suspense story.  
 
PM sessions focus: Art – camouflage 
(SG) pupils complete a half drawing, 
focus on lines and shading and create a 
collage focusing on camouflage (think 
Tigers/zebras etc) 1 page  

Week 6 
In English, pupils will continue to write 
their extended stories. On Wednesday 
PPA session, pupils will collate their ½ 
term geography work from SLS into LJ 
(1/2 pages)  
 
PM session focus: Languages – 
Spanish (BM)  linked to animals, 
colours and numbers (1 page)  
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Topic vocab Carnivore, herbivore, omnivore, predator, prey, producer, food chain, claws, fangs, canine, incisor, molar, habitat, digestion     

English Non  chronological report - habitat Report - pet Report – deadly animal – assessed 
piece of writing  

Narrative – setting   I can write the opening and build-up of a 
suspense story. 

 I can write the problem and resolution of 
a suspense story. – assessed piece  

Composition and 
spoken English 

To summarise a paragraph. 
To use an introduction paragraph 

To organise sentences within a paragraph. 
To choose a layout that will engage. 
To decide on relevant subheadings. 

-   I can talk about how the events or paragraphs link together. 
-   I know a story should have an opening, build up and problem/exciting part with a clear distinction between the resolution and ending. 

-   I can start to plan to capture the reader’s interest e.g. with suspense. 
-  I can explain how the adverbial phrase changes the sentence. 

-  I can choose a more specific word to describe a character’s personality and appearance (rather than lots of adjectives). 
Key spellings The /g/ sound spelt ‘gu’ The /g/ sound spelt ‘gu’ accept, except, knot, not, peace, piece, 

plain, plane, weather, whether 
inactive, incorrect, invisible, insecure, 

inflexible, indefinite, inelegant, incurable, 
inability, inadequate 

Illegal, illegible, immature, immortal, 
impossible, impatient, imperfect, 
irregular, irrelevant, irresponsible 

Submarine, subject, subway, submerge, 
subtropical, subdivide, subheading, 

substandard, subtitle, submit 

Punctuation and 
Grammar 

prepositions Capital letters determiners Inflections - verbs Statement, question, exclamation, 
command 

Subordinate clauses 

Handwriting I, l and t c, a and d ‐ g and q ‐ e and a ‐ o and r ‐ v and  w 

DERICS Reading Animal Science: Deadly Pets Animal Science: Deadly Habitats (Jungle) Settings Settings 

M
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Overview  Multiplication and division Measurement - area Fractions 

Main objectives L.O. To re-call and use multiplication and 
division facts for the 11 and 12 times tables. 
L.O. To multiply 3 numbers together using 
the most efficient method. 
L.O. To recognise and use factor pair in 
mental calculations. 
L.O. To use an efficient method to multiply. 

L.O. To multiply a 2-digit number by a 1-
digit number using a grid method. 
L.O. To multiply a 2-digit number by a 1-
digit number using a formal method. 
L.O. To multiply a 3-digit number by a 1-
digit number using a grid method. 
L.O. To multiply a 3-digit number by a 1-
digit number using a formal method. 

L.O. To solve word problems using a 
formal written method. 
L.O. To divide a 2-digit number by a 1-
digit number.  
L.O. To divide a 3-digit number by a 1-
digit number.  
LO: To solve correspondence problems. 

L.O. To find the area by counting squares. 
L.O. To make rectilinear shapes using a given 
number of squares. 
L.O. To find the area of rectilinear shapes. 
L.O. To compare the area of rectilinear 
shapes. 

To understand what a fraction is. 
To find fractions of amounts. 
To find fractions of amounts. 
To find equivalent fractions. 

To find equivalent fractions (2). 
To understand fractions greater than one 
(Improper). 
To understand fractions greater than one 
(Improper). 
To convert between improper fractions 
and mixed numbers. 

Key mathematical 
vocabulary 

Multiplication, multiply, multiplied by, multiple, factor, groups of, times, product, once, twice, three times … ten times,  
repeated addition, division, dividing, divide, divided by, divided into, left, left over, remainder, grouping, sharing, share, share equally,  
one each, two each, three each … ten each, group in pairs, threes … tens, equal groups of, doubling, halving, array, row, column,  
number patterns, multiplication table, multiplication fact, division fact inverse square, squared, cube, cubed 

Measure, measurement, size, compare, 
millimetre, centimetre, metre, kilometre, mile, 
length, height, width, depth, breadth, area, 
rectilinear 

Fraction, equivalent fraction, mixed number, numerator, denominator, equal part, 
equal grouping, equal sharing, parts of a whole, half, two halves, one of two equal 
parts, quarter, two quarters, three quarters, one of four equal parts, one third, two 
thirds, one of three equal parts, sixths, sevenths, eighths, tenths … Hundredths, 
decimal, decimal fraction, decimal point, decimal place, decimal equivalent 
Proportion 
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 Science  To give reasons for classifying plants and 
animals based on specific characteristics 
and assign them to groups. 
To identify that most living things live in 
habitats to which they are suited. 
To talk about the characteristic of a habitat.  

To identify the different types of teeth in humans and their simple functions. 
To describe the simple functions of the basic parts of the digestive system in humans 
and compare to dangerous animals.  
To describe the role of producers, predators and prey in the food chain in specific 
habitats. 
The children need to explain the difference between herbivore and carnivore function.  

   

Geography  Planbee covered by SLS – continents, oceans, climate zone,  

History       

Art     - To representing objects with correct 
proportions.  
- To use different harnesses of pencils to 
show line, tone and texture.  
- To make some independent decisions 
about colour.  
- To use shading to show light and 
shadow. 
- To representing objects with correct 
proportions.  

 

DT       

Music       

PSHE To take responsibility for my behaviour.  
To know how to make a good choice.  

· To share people I care about.  
· To talk about my feelings when I feel 

alone or when I have to share 
someone or something that is 
important to me. 

· To know some ways I can make things 
fair 

· To understand that people have to 
make hard choices and 
sometimes they have no choice. 

‐  To make myself feel better without 
hurting others.  

·  To understand that being unkind and hurting 
someone doesn't make me feel better. 

· To tell you something that has made 
me jealous.  

· To tell when I feel jealous. 
 

 · To feel proud on behalf of my friends 
when they have done something 
well.  

RE    AF1 - practises and lifestyles 
 show understanding of the ways of 

belonging to religions and what these 
involve 

• Identify religious artefacts and explain how 
and why they are used. 
• Explain some of the religious practices of 
both clerics and individuals. 
 

  

Languages      - To read out loud familiar words and 
phrases. 
- To answer simple questions and give 
basic information.  
- To read and understand short written 
phrases.  

ICT 

Accelerated Reader 

 Research 
 Select and combine information from a 

range of different sources  
 Navigate chosen websites 
 Use different search engines  
 Use different features of search engines  
 Modify searches  
 Identify the reliability of using information 

from the internet  
 Develop key words  
 Explain how a computer network works 

(when saving work) 
Music and Sound 
 Locate and import sound files  
 Use ICT to record voice and sound effects  
 Use ICT to combine and layer sounds 

Word Processing and Multi-media 
 Use spell check  
 Use font sizes and effects  
 Use thesaurus  
 Select and import sounds  
 Select and import graphics  
 Combine text, sound and graphics  
 Use hyperlinks  

  



 
 
 
 
 
 

 Improve my typing skills 
 Use group and ungroup 

Format text, images and shape 

PE -To understand the stages of a Warm Up 
and why it is important. 

-To perform each of the shapes and know 
the name. 

-Perform shapes with extension. 

-To understand the difference between 
front support and back support. 

-Perform balances on 1,2,3,4 points of 
contact and hold with control for 5 
seconds. 

-To explore different roles on the floor. 

-Demonstrate that they can recognize 
and adhere to safety rules involved with 
forward and backward rolls.  

 

-Understand how to get out / put away the 
equipment safely. Know the rules of using the 
apparatus.  

- To travel and move on all the apparatus in a 
safe way. 

-To be able to move in a safe and 
controlled manner over apparatus. 

-Apply travel and balances in a 
sequence and perform to some of the 
class.    

Inter-house competition  

Home Learning 

 

  

 

  



Year 4 -Spring - Medium Term Planning overview 

Week: 25th February 4th March 11th March 18th March 25th March 1st April 
Weekly overview: Weekly focus: 

Geography (tectonic plates, plate movement, 
structure of Earth)  
 
Possible visit to Newquay zoo on Thursday to 
stimulate writing for newspaper reports.  
 
26th Tuesday 2pm – Assembly with Jane 
Griffths 

Weekly focus: Geography (volcano 
structure, where they are located, famous 
N.American volcanoes, types) 
 
Am focus: music  
(cross curricular with English, to make a 
theme tune for the news report) 
 
5th St Pirans Day 

 
Am focus: ICT – Flow diagrams 
 
PM focus – music (composition) 

Weekly focus: History – Pompeii (linked with 
Escape from Pompeii) investigate the 
sequence of events of an eruption, how 
different forms are created linked to flow) 

 
Weekly focus: DT - Volcanoes 
 

Assessment week NFER tests (Reading, 
maths, SPaG) 

Weekly focus: History – Pompeii (Roman way 
of life – jobs, homes, the arts) 

Tuesday 26th - KTSA Y4 moderation – 1.00pm  

Thursday 28th Parents evening  

Weekly focus:  RE / Science – Human 
impact 
 
 
Monday 1st Parents evening 
 

Li
te

ra
cy

  

Topic vocab Tectonic plate, core, mantle, surface, 
movement, earthquakes, seismic activity 

Volcanoes, magma, lava, chamber, 
vent, eruption 

Explosion, eruption, rhyme, rhythm, 
tempo, 

Pompeii, Vesuvius, column, plume, ash, 
volcano 

Survive, mountain, escape, explosion Conservation, zoo, recycle, reuse, 
reduce, mankind 

English Newspaper report  News report – play script (green 
screen) 

Poetry  Recount  Recount – assessed piece  Balanced argument  

Composition 
and spoken 

English 

- Newspaper report on volcano eruption. 
 

‐ I can use headings and 
subheadings for purpose. 

 
‐ I can write a series of events in 

chronological order. 
 

‐ I can use time conjunctions to move 
a paragraph on.  
 

‐ I can use technical vocabulary.   
 

‐ I can use indirect speech in a 
report.   

 
‐ I can write in 3rd person using past 

and present.   
 
  

-  I can verbally run through my plan to 
check the events are sequenced 
appropriately and link together. 

- I can use the correct form of the verb 
inflections 

- I can make my writing interesting by 
using adjectives and other descriptive 
methods. 
 
- I can organise my non-narrative writing 
so that it has headings and sub-
headings 
. 
- I can edit my work by changing the 
grammar to improve the way my work 
reads. 
 
- I can read my work out to a group with 
confidence and make sure it sounds 
interesting, controlling tone and volume so 
that its meaning is clear. 

To write own imagery poems based on 
volcanoes 

 I can make my writing interesting by using 
adjectives and other descriptive methods. 

- I can use similes, onomatopoeia, 
repetition to influence the reader. 

I can draft and rewrite work that creates 
settings, characters and plots that excite 
the reader by using my best vocabulary, 
and I can adapt my work depending on the 
audience. 

I can rewrite my work, making 
improvements by saying the work out loud, 
using the best words I know and the best 
sentence structures. 

To write a character description  
 I can make my writing interesting by using 
adjectives and other descriptive methods. 
I can use an adverb phrase at the start of a 
sentence (who what where when to what 
extent) 
I can plan and improve my writing by 

discussing examples from other writers 
that I like and looking at their use of 
sentence structure, words and grammar. 

 
I can use possession e.g. the girl’s name, 
the girls’ names. 
I can use commas after adverbials at the 
beginning of a sentence e.g. Later that day, 
we heard the good news. 
I can use a mixture of pronouns and nouns 
in my writing to aid continuity and avoid 
words being repeated. 
 

To write a diary entry based on being caught 
in Pompeii disaster– ASSESSED PIECE 
- I can plan my writing by talking about the 
important parts to have in a non-fiction piece 
- I can use the correct form of the verb 
inflections 
- I can make my writing interesting by using 
adjectives and other descriptive methods. 
- I can use similes, onomatopoeia, repetition 
to influence the reader. 
- I can use an adverb phrase at the start of a 
sentence (who what where when to what 
extent) 
- I can use commas after adverbials at the 
beginning of a sentence e.g. Later that day, 
we heard the good news. 

 

Key spellings Interact, intercity, international,, interfere, 
interview, intercept, intercom, internet, 

interchange, interface 

Calendar, appear, believe, grammar, 
increase, interest, opposite, straight, 

strength, women 
 

Information, sensation, preparation, 
vibration, decoration, donation, duration, 

registration, population, determination 
 

Adoration, admiration, coronation, 
detonation, observation, location, 

generation, exploration, combination, 
illustration  

 

Sadly, completely, wildly, bravely, gently, 
foolishly, proudly, horribly, nervously, happily 

 

Usually, finally, beautifully, thoughtfully, 
wonderfully, carefully, faithfully, 

peacefully, cruelly, generally 

Punctuation 
and Grammar 

Expanded noun phrases  Inverted commas Tenses 
 

Apostrophes Word families Possessive pronouns 

Word families Inverted commas commas pronouns Subordinate clauses prepositions 

Handwriting ‐ w ‐ n ‐ m ‐ h ‐ b ‐ p 

DERICS 
Reading 

The firework makers daughter Escape from Pompeii 
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Overview  Fractions Decimals Consolidation 

Main 
objectives 

To count in fractions. 
To add 2 or more fractions (same 
denominator). 
To subtract 2 fractions (same denominator). 
To subtract from whole amounts. 
To add or subtract 2 fractions (same 
denominator). 

To calculate fractions of quantities. 
To calculate fractions of amounts. 
 

To recognise tenths and hundredths. 
To recognise tenths as a decimal. 
To recognise tenths on a place value grid. 
To recognise tenths on a number line. 
 

To divide a one-digit number by 10. 
To divide a two-digit number by 10. 
To understand hundredths. 
To recognise hundredths as a decimal. 
 

To divide a one-digit number by 100. 
To divide a two-digit number by 100. 
To understand hundredths. 
To recognise hundredths as a decimal. 

 

Key 
mathematical 

vocabulary 

Fraction, equivalent fraction, mixed number, numerator, denominator, equal part, equal 
grouping, equal sharing, parts of a whole, half, two halves, one of two equal parts, quarter, 
two quarters, three quarters, one of four equal parts, one third, two thirds, one of three equal 
parts, sixths, sevenths, eighths, tenths … Hundredths, decimal, decimal fraction, 
decimal point, decimal place, decimal equivalent 
Proportion 

Fraction, equivalent fraction, mixed number, numerator, denominator, equal part, equal grouping, equal sharing, parts of a whole, half, two halves, one of two equal parts, quarter, two 
quarters, three quarters, one of four equal parts, one third, two thirds, one of three equal parts, sixths, sevenths, eighths, tenths … Hundredths, decimal, decimal fraction, decimal 
point, decimal place, decimal equivalent 
Proportion 
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 Science        To recognise that environments are 

constantly changing and that this can 
sometimes pose dangers to 
specific habitats. 



 To identify how animals and plants 
are suited to and adapt to their 
environment in different ways. 

 To discuss the ways we can limit the 
impact of humans on specific 
habitats. 

Geography  To name, locate and describe the characteristics of the Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, Arctic and Antarctic Circle 
(recap/review) 
 
To describe key aspects of physical geography, including: mountains, hills, rivers, plates etc…  
To describe where the ring of fire is located  

‐ To describe key aspects of a volcano, including locations, structures and forms (linked through Art) 
 

‐ To understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of physical geography of a region in a North American 
country. 

 
‐ To understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of physical geography of a region in a North American 

country. (Hawaii volcano focus and animals that settle/live near them) 
 

‐ Revisit key learning objectives over the half term to incorporate into English sessions through personal research. 
The outcome will include: 
Population 
Position of country within continent 
Climate 
Physical characteristics (rivers, mountains) 

   

History    Range and depth of historical knowledge 
 To information as evidence to test hypotheses.   
 To identify key features and events  
 To look for links and effects in time studied  
 To identify and describe different ways in which the past has been interpreted. 
Interpretations of history 
 To describe different accounts of a historical event, explaining some of the reasons why 

the accounts may differ.  
 To sources of evidence to deduce information about the past.  
 To understand that no single source of evidence gives the full answer to questions 

about the past. 
Chronology 
 To place events, artefacts and historical figures on a time line using dates. 
 To describe some of the main events, people and periods I have studied, they 

describe characteristic features of past societies and periods. 
 To understand the concept of change over time, representing this, along with evidence, 

on a time line. 
 To understand more complex terms AD/BC. 
Communication and organisation 
 To appropriate historical vocabulary to communicate, including: dates, time period, 

era, change, chronology. 
 

 

Art       

DT    To investigate how to make structures more 
stable e.g by widening the base.  
To plan a sequence of actions to make a 
product. 
To refine work and techniques as work 
progresses, continually evaluating the 
product design. 

  

Music   To explore a variety of music elements 
through listening to a range of sounds 

Pitch – high, low, harmony, unison 
Duration – steady beat, short, long 
sounds, syllables. 
Dynamics – loud, quiet, silence, getting 
louder (crescendo), getting quieter 

To explore sounds to create particular 
effects. 

‐    

PSHE I can tell you the things I am good at.  
I can recognise when I find something difficult 
and do something about it or cope with how 
that makes me feel. 

I can explain what hopeful and 
disappointed mean.  
I can use strategies to help me cope with 
feelings of disappointment and feelings of 
hopelessness. 

I can choose when to show my feelings 
and when to hide them.  
I can tell if I have hidden my feelings. 

I can express myself assertively in a variety 
of ways. 

I can recognise when I am beginning to get 
upset or angry and have some ways to calm 
down.  
I understand why we sometimes fight or run 
away when we feel threatened.  

I know why it is sometimes important to 
stop and think when we feel angry or 
stressed.  
I can stop and think before I act. 

RE      AT1: Pupils will have an understanding 
of the messages and meanings of 
accounts of creation from the religions 
studied. 
AT2: Pupils will have an awareness of 
links between their own and others’ 
values and commitments to the 
environment. 



 
 

Languages       

ICT   Modelling, simulations control and 
sensing.  
 Draw flow diagrams to show an 

everyday event  
 Recognise and fix bugs in an algorithm 
 Use a decision box in a flowchart 
 Understand a process 
 Investigate how everyday devices are 

controlled using inputs and outputs   
 Develop my sequencing skills in 

programming control devices 
 Create a set of instructions  

 

  In PE lava field game – TS 
Light bot online. 
Modelling, simulations control and 
sensing 
 Use instructions to navigate my 

turtle 
 Use the repeat command  
 Use and change a procedure  
 Recognise and fix bugs in an 

algorithm 
 Understand a process 
 Investigate how everyday devices 

are controlled using inputs and 
outputs   

 Develop my sequencing skills in 
programming control devices 

Create a set of instructions 
PE To understand what net and wall games are. 

To use basic skills to play a small sided net 
game.  

To acquire skills perform basic racket skills 
with confidence.  
To understand the correct grip, and know 
the difference between forehand and 
backhand.   

To understand how to control the direction 
of where you are throwing / hitting the ball.  
To use the correct grip to perform 
continuous rallies.   

To acquire skills to perform a volley and a 
dig.  
To apply volley and dig in rallies.  

To know what a volleyball court looks like.  

To play a game of volleyball (with a balloon 
in accordance with the rules).  

 

To understand the concept of ‘strategy’ 
and begin to develop this concept. 
To apply all skills in games with rules. 
To evaluate progress and individual 
performance. 

Home Learning 

 
  

 
 

 


