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Curriculum area: ART 
 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Topic or theme 
Autumn term Overview of knowledge Overview of knowledge Overview of knowledge Overview of knowledge 
 

 

 Primary colours are red, blue and yellow. They can be 
used to mix secondary colours: Red + blue = purple, 
yellow + red = orange and blue + yellow = green.  

 Colour can be mixed and controlled by adding white or 
water to make it paler or by adding black to make darker 
tones.  

 A colour wheel including tertiary colours can be mixed 
using primary and secondary colours. All the colours of 
the spectrum can be mixed in this way. 

 

 

 Henri Matisse was a French artist born in 1869 and died 
in 1954. 

 Matisse was known in the fauvism and modern art 
movement.  

 He originally studied law but after falling ill, turned to 
painting and followed his passion.  

 Later in life, he experimented collages and paper cutting 
using primary colours and black and white. 

 The red heart is his later pieces symbolised thoughts 
and emotion i.e: a small circle represented calm and 
peace whilst an inflamed heart symbolised passion.  

 

 

 2B pencil is used to produce different tones and various 
types of shading. 

 Basic colour is called a hue. 
 Primary hues are – Red Blue Yellow. 
 Secondary colour is 

produced by mixing two primary colours to produce 
Purple, Green, Orange. 

 Tertiary colours are formed when an equal amount of a 
primary and a secondary colours are mixed. 

 Tint is slight or pale coloration – a variation of a colour 
produced by adding white to it. 

 Shade adding black to a hue makes it darker, which is a 
process called shading. 

 Chuck Close is an American Artist 
 Born July 5, 1940, 
 Large-scale Photo-realist portraits 
 Famous for his massive portraits, he uses small 

geometric forms/patterns, usually squares or 
rectangles, to create a portrait. 

 Chuck Close has learning difficulties such as dyslexia 
and prosopagnosia (the inability to remember faces) 
which have had a major influence on his style. 

 In 1988 he suffered a spinal stroke which left him 
paralysed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evaluation and taking inspiration 
 

 Roy Lichtenstein became famous for his bright and bold 
paintings of comic strip cartoons as well as his paintings 
of everyday objects. 

 Roy Lichtenstein became known as a ‘pop artist’ 
because he made art about popular things such as TV, 
celebrities, fast food, pop music and cartoons.  

 Roy Lichtenstein mainly used the primary colours in his 
work.  

 Roy Lichtenstein used Ben Day dots in many of his 
paintings.  

 Roy Lichtenstein used thick outlines in a lot his work.       
        

Autumn term Overview of skills Overview of skills Overview of skills Overview of skills 
 

 

Painting 
 

 I mix primary colours to make secondary.  
 I add white to colours to make tints and black to 

colours to make tones.  
 I create colour wheels.  
 I show control in the use of colour  
 I understanding that paint is used in different ways 

for different effects. 

 

Collage 
 

 I can select and arrange materials for a striking 
effect             

 I ensure work is precise. 
 

Evaluation and taking inspiration 
 

 I comment on artworks using visual language.  
 I can replicate some of the techniques used by 

notable artists, artisans and designers. I can create 
original pieces that are influenced by studies of 
others. 

 

Pattern 
 

Can be seen in the natural and built world. It is related to 
mathematics, decoration, symbolism and cultural styles 
throughout history 
Drawing 
 

 I use hatching and cross hatching to show tone and 
texture. I use a variety of techniques to add 
interesting effects (e.g. reflections, shadows, 
direction of sunlight).  

 I combine different pressures and shading 
techniques. 
 

Collage 
 

 I experiment with techniques that use contrasting … 
colours or patterns. (rough/smooth, light/dark, 
plain/patterned)  

 I use ceramic mosaic materials and techniques.  
 I use and can explain my decision about… mosaic 

and montage. 
 

Evaluation and taking inspiration 
 

 I think about artwork by relating it to the contexts in 
which the work was made.  

 I discuss my own work and that of others.  
 I give details (including own sketches) about the 

style of some notable artists, artisans and designers. 
 
 

 

Evaluation and taking inspiration 
 

I comment on artworks with a fluent grasp of visual 
language. 
 

 I evaluate my own work and that of others, reflecting 
on my own view of its purpose and meaning.  

 I show how the work of those studied was influential 
in both society and to other artists.  

 I create original pieces that show a range of 
influences and styles 
 

Painting 
 

 I use the qualities of watercolour and acrylic paints 
to create visually interesting pieces.  

 I combine colours, tones and tints to enhance the 
mood of a piece. I use brush techniques and the 
qualities of paint to create texture.  

 I develop a personal style of painting, drawing upon 
ideas from other artists. 

 

Printing (in the style of) 
 

 I choose the appropriate materials on which to print 
to suit the purpose. 

 I create an accurate pattern, showing fine detail. 
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Spring term Overview of knowledge Overview of knowledge Overview of knowledge Overview of knowledge 
   

 Ancient Greek artisans created motifs, patterns and 
mosaic that provide inspiration for artistic design 
today. 

 A print block creates a mirror image. 
 Relief printing on black paper is an effective way of 

producing artwork inspired by Ancient Greek pottery. 
 Clay pots can be created by using the coil pot 

method. 
 

 

 Using different hardness pencils will show line, tone 
and texture.  

 You can use shading to show light and shadow in a 
drawing 

 Proportion and Scale in Art are an important part of 
drawing. When an object is seen from a distance it 
appears smaller, but the ‘real life’ size hasn’t 
changed. Scale is used in art to describe the size of 
one object in relation to another, each object is often 
referred to as a whole. Proportion has a very similar 
definition but tends to refer to the relative size of 
parts within a whole	

 

 

 Collect information about Aztec symbolism and 
geometric patterns -  sketches and resources from a 
range of sources and present ideas imaginatively on 
A3 planning/design sheet. 

 Printing techniques using Easi-print, printing ink  
 Make precise repeating patterns.  
 Print on paper and t-shirts, to create impact and 

effect (to be worn by pupils for South America 
performance) 

 
 

 

 The use of colours, tones and tints can enhance the 
mood of a piece of watercolour art. 

 Using wire as a framework for ModRoc sculptures 
provides stability and form.   

 Visual qualities are the way my artwork with look. 
 Tactile qualities are the way my artwork with feel. 
 I know how to adapt the visual and tactile qualities of 

my artwork.  
 

 

Spring term Overview of skills Overview of skills Overview of skills Overview of skills 
 

 

Developing ideas 
 

 I explore lots of different materials and methods as 
ideas develop and make controlled decisions  

 I explore ideas and collect visual information. 
 

Printing 
 

 I using printing to illustrate and explore ideas, 
commenting on what is done.  

 I mimic print from the environment (e.g. wallpapers). 
 

Sculpture 
 

 I show control to join and manipulate materials for 
the purpose intended.  

 I show a developing understanding of the qualities of 
the materials used. I include lines and texture 
 

Evaluation and taking inspiration 
 

 I suggest ways to improve my own work.  
 I can describe the work of notable artists, artisans 

and designers 
 

 

Drawing 
 

 I representing objects with correct proportions.  
 I use different harnesses of pencils to show line, 

tone and texture.  
 I annotate sketches to explain and elaborate ideas.  
 I sketch lightly (no rubber for mistakes).  
 I use shading to show light and shadow. 

Printing 
 

 I approach work in stages to use simple processes 
to make more complex designs. • I build up layers of 
colours. • I make precise repeating patterns. • I 
combining printing techniques within one piece of 
work to create impact and effect. 

 

Developing ideas 
 

 I adapt and refine ideas as they progress.  
 I collect information, sketches and resources from a 

wider range of sources and present ideas 
imaginatively in a sketch book. 

 

Sculpture 
 

 I make models on a range of scales that 
communicate observations from the real or natural 
world.  

 I create pieces that how life-like qualities and real-life 
proportions or, if more abstract, provoke different 
interpretations.  

 I combine visual and tactile qualities.  
 I use frameworks (e.g. wire or moulds) to provide 

stability and form. 
 

Painting  
 

 I use the qualities of watercolour and acrylic paints 
to create visually interesting pieces.  

 I combine colours, tones and tints to enhance the 
mood of a piece. I use brush techniques and the 
qualities of paint to create texture.  

 I develop a personal style of painting, drawing upon 
ideas from other artists 

 

Summer term Overview of knowledge Overview of knowledge Overview of knowledge Overview of knowledge 
 

 

 That line drawings need to be continuous lines to 
avoid colour bleed when converted to digital format 

 That Photoshop and other digital media software can 
create multiple images with different effects based 
on an original line drawing. 

 Digital and physical artwork can be compared and 
different techniques suit different applications. 

 Watercolour paint can create washes and delicate 
colour when applied with more water. 

 Textiles can be dyed by various techniques using tie 
dye and dip dying.  

 Fabrics can be woven, plaited and ripped to create 
different effects. 

 
 

 

 Katsushika Hokusai was a Japanese Print artist born 
in 1760 

 Japanese artists had a particular style, brush 
technique and used a limited colour palette. 

 Japanese artists used a seal of print block to sign 
their work. 

 Gyotaku is the traditional Japanese method of 
printing fish, a practice which dates back to the mid-
1800s. 

 A Monoprint is a single image by printing a prepared 
image or an object. Every image is unique. 

 

 

 There are many methods of sketching using a 
pencil; from cross hatching to scumbling 

 Existing artists’ work can provide a great starting 
point for original art inspired by it. 

 Shaun Tan is an author who also illustrates his 
books  

 Collages can involve many textures as well as 
colours. The use of patterned or printed materials 
adds an extra element to the design.  

 Collages can become a mixed media piece of 
artwork when painted of drawn (or digital) elements 
are introduced, 

 Clay can be rolled, carved and moulded to produce 
shape, texture and pattern. 

 Clay tiles can be painted or can have collage applied 
to them as another form of mixed media. 	
	

 

 Art can be developed by building on from previously 
learned skills. 

 The human face and body have simple relationships 
and proportions that can be applied to sketches. 

 Different sketching techniques effect the mood and 
quality of artwork. 

 Ancient Egyptian artefacts contained symbolism with 
religious and cultural importance. 

 Clay can be built into structures using coiling, 
moulding and carving and can be combined to 
produce increasingly complex pieces.	

Summer term Overview of skills Overview of skills Overview of skills Overview of skills 
  

 

Drawing *  
 

 I use drawing as the starting point for work in other 
media as well as in its own right.  

 Draw a line picture of a dragon or whichever beast 
they think laid the egg, that will become the basis for 
collage and ICT digital art over next few weeks. 

 

On white paper, continuous black pen outline. Scan in for 
Photoshop use for next weeks. 
Draw a picture of a dragon and decorate it with scales, 
textures and colours using collage. 
Collage 
 
 I choose the most suitable materials for an effect.  
 I mix materials to create texture.   
 Draw a picture of a dragon and decorate it with 

scales, textures and colours using collage. 
 
 

 

Painting 
 

 I use a number of brush techniques using thick and 
thin brushes to produce shapes, textures, patterns 
and lines. 

 I use watercolour paint to produce washes for 
backgrounds then add detail 

 

Printing 
 

 I understand how printing differs from other art 
processes and how it is used in different cultures. 

 I use layers of two or more colours. 
 I make printing blocks (e.g. coiled string glued to 

block). 
 

 
 
 
 
 

General  
 

 I adapt and refine ideas as they progress.  
 I collect information, sketches and resources  

a wider range of sources and present ideas              
imaginatively in a sketch book.   
 

Collage   

 I experiment with techniques that use contrasting 
textures, colours or patterns. (rough/smooth, 
light/dark, plain/patterned)  

 I can choose the most appropriate materials to fit the 
purpose.  

 I convey a definite theme that is apparent to any 
viewer.  

 I combine visual and tactile qualities.  
 I mix textures (rough and smooth, plain and 

patterned).  
   
 

 

General  
 

 I develop and imaginatively extend ideas from 
starting points throughout the curriculum.  

 I use the qualities of materials to enhance and   
develop 	 	  

Drawing  
 

 I use a choice of techniques to depict perspective, 
shadows and reflection.   

 I choose a style of drawing suitable for the work (e.g. 
realistic or Impressionistic).   

 Building on from learned skills in KS2; line, 3d 
shape, textures, shade, pressure, cross hatching, 
proportions, using Artists,   
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Collage 
 

 I choose the most suitable materials for an effect.  
 I mix materials to create texture.   
 Learn skills required for using Photoshop  

 

Digital media 
 

 I can use a wide range of tools to create different 
textures, lines, tones, colours and shapes  

 Use images from the internet and network 
 Open texture image select part and save as a 

defined pattern for use later.  
 Scanned images of dragon textures from internet 

saved into folder to use. Check for bleeding and 
correct. use 

 I can take and acquire images from a camera  
 Use equipment to enhance my photography  
 I can add effects to an image to improve my work 
 I can edit images and define patterns to colour in 

picture. Save as Photoshop and jpeg. 
 Appreciate and discuss images from the artwork in 

the Tell Me A dragon book. What do the images (not 
words) suggest about the nature of each dragon? 

 

Textiles 
 

 I use plaiting 
 I use dip dye techniques  
 I use weaving to create a patterns 

 

Painting 
 

 I show control in the use of colour 
 I understanding that paint is used in different ways 

for different effects 
 

 

Drawing 
 

 I observe and recording the shapes, patterns and 
textures found in objects. 

 I use drawing as the starting point for work in other 
media and in its own right. 

 I show different tones using coloured Pencils 
 

Evaluation and imitation 
 

 I suggest ways to improve my own work. 
 I can describe the work of notable artists, artisans 

and designers 
 

Drawing  
 

 I use hatching and cross hatching to show tone and 
texture. I use a variety of techniques to add 
interesting effects (e.g. reflections, shadows, 
direction of sunlight).  

 I combine different pressures and shading 
techniques.  
   

Sculpture    

 I use materials with an increased sensitivity and 
control. 

 I include texture that conveys feelings, expression or 
movement. 

 I add materials to provide interesting detail. 
 I use tools to carve and add shapes, texture and 

pattern 
  

Evaluation & inspiration   

 I think about artwork by relating it to the contexts in 
which the work was made.  

 I discuss my own work and that of others.  
 I give details (including own sketches) about the 

style of some notable artists, artisans and designers.
  

 

 

Sculpture    

 I make models on a range of scales that 
communicate observations from the real or natural 
world.   

 I create pieces that how life-like qualities and real-life 
proportions.  

 I combine visual and tactile qualities, building on 
from learned skills in KS2; combine elements, carve 
textures and patterns, mould, coil.   

Evaluation & inspiration    

 I comment on artworks with a fluent grasp of visual 
language.  

 I evaluate my own work and that of others, reflecting 
on my own view of its purpose and meaning. 
  

 I show how the work of those studied was influential 
in both society and to other artists.   

 

 


