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Curriculum area: Geography 
 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Topic or theme 
Autumn term Overview of knowledge Overview of knowledge Overview of knowledge Overview of knowledge 
  

 Maps and plans use keys, symbols, coordinates and 
compass points to represent a location. 

 A map can show human features like roads, railways 
and town and physical features like rivers, coastline 
and moorland. 

 Maps exist using different scales and in different 
forms, from globes, to atlases and digital mapping 
and sat-nav. 

 Online mapping can be used to plan journey in 
unknown country; used to locate Nazareth and 
Bethlehem. 

 

 

 Name coastline physical features e.g., estuary, inlet, 
rivers, bays 

 Name Cornish landmarks- Human - Truro Cathedral, 
Eden Project 

 Name Cornish landmarks- Physical – Bodmin Moor, 
Camel Estuary, Cardinham Wood 

 Name Newquay landmarks Human – Barrowfields, 
Huwer Hut, Newquay Harbour, Gold Course, Boating 
Lake/Gardens 

 Name Newquay landmarks Physical – Beaches, 
Gannel Estuary, Headlands 

 Cornwall’s land use has been and still is varied- mining, 
agriculture, fishing, industry, tourism 

 
 

 
Not taught 

 
Not taught 

Autumn term Overview of skills Overview of skills Overview of skills Overview of skills 
  

 I can start to understand simple scale maps 
 I can use my own maps and plans – symbols and 

key 
 I can use my own maps and plans – symbols and 

keys I can start to understand simple scale maps  
 I can use my own maps and plans – symbols and 

keys  
 I can use direction to describe location (North – 

South – West – East). I can use Letter and Number 
Coordinates. 

 

 
 I can use atlases to identify the key physical and 

human features of a location.  
 I can use internet fieldwork to observe and record 

the human and physical features in the local area 
using a range of methods including sketch maps 

 I can orientate topographically a map to accurately 
place physical and human features. 

 I can orientate using a simple grid on+ a map to 
accurately place physical and human features. 

 I can use a computer to identify the key physical and 
human features of a location.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Not taught 

 
Not taught 

Spring term Overview of knowledge Overview of knowledge Overview of knowledge Overview of knowledge 
  

 Europe is made up of many different countries 
including the UK, France, Germany, Spain, 
Romania, Hungary, Iceland, Sweden, Greece etc. 

 Cornwall is a county in the south west of the UK.  
 Newquay is a town in Cornwall. 
 Truro is Cornwall’s city. 
 London is England’s capital city. 
 Athens is Greece’s capital city. 
 Extension: To know other capital cities in Europe. 

 

North America  
 

 There are 23 countries that make up North America 
 North America is sectioned into three areas: North, 

Central and Caribbean 
 The Earth has a Northern and Southern hemisphere 
 The Earth has an equator, tropic of Cancer and 

tropic of Capricorn. 
 Physical geography is the study of natural features 

of the land. Human geography is the study of human 
impact on the land.  
 

Volcanoes 
 

 The Earth has the following layers; inner core, outer 
core, mantle, crust. 

 There are 5 active volcanoes in Hawaii 
 There are active, dormant and extinct volcanoes all 

over the world.  
 Volcanoes come in different shapes and sizes; 

composite, shield, cinder cone, and lava dome. 
 Typically, most seismic activity occurs on fault lines 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 The geographical significance of latitude, longitude, 
Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, 
Arctic and Antarctic Circle,  

 The main physical features of South America are- 
Atacama Desert, Amazon Rainforest, Amazon River 
and Andes Mountains. 

 Facts about: Atacama Desert, Amazon Rainforest, 
Amazon River and Andes Mountains. 

 Christianity is the main religion – Roman Catholic. 
 Spanish is the language most commonly used 

throughout SA. 
 There is a wide range of physical features, human 

activity. 
 

 

 Coastal erosion and coastal deposition influence the 
shape of the coastline. 

 Cornish coastal features such as headlands and 
stacks are as a result of coastal erosion. 

 6 figure grid references are used to identify features on 
all O.S. maps with accuracy. 

 The scale of a map alters the detail and features 
shown of an area. 

 Contour lines indicate the height of land above sea 
level. The more compact the lines are, the steeper the 
incline. 



                  Newquay Junior Academy Curriculum Overview 2019 ‐2020                 
Spring term Overview of skills Overview of skills Overview of skills Overview of skills 
  

 I can use my own maps and plans – symbols and 
keys 

 
 I can draw basic maps (including basic grid 

references, symbols and keys), I can use a compass 
rose to orientate myself on a map.  

 
 I can compare similarities and differences between 

Greece and England 

 

 I can use thematic maps (1:1250 to 1:10000), 
atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to 
locate countries and describe features. 

 I can ask and answer geographical questions about 
the physical and human characteristics of a location.  

 I can use a range of resources to identify the 
key physical and human features of a location.  

 I can name and locate countries and cities of North 
America, geographical regions 
characteristics, including hills, mountains, cities, 
rivers 

 I can use fieldwork to observe and record the 
human and physical features in the local area using 
a range of methods including sketch maps, plans 
and graphs and digital technologies. 

 To investigate patterns: 
 I can name, locate and describe the characteristics 

of the Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, Arctic and Antarctic Circle  

 I can describe geographical similarities 
and differences through studying the human 
and physical geography of a small area of the 
United Kingdom and of a contrasting North 
American country. 

 I give explanations for the location of some of the 
physical and human features. 

 I can use direction to describe location (North – 
South – West – East) 

 I can use Letter and Number Coordinates. 
 I can use a variety of appropriate scales – reducing 

real plans and images to a smaller scale 
 I can use my own maps and plans – symbols and 

keys 
 
 
 

To investigate places 
 

 I can use thematic maps (1:25,000 to 1:50 000), 
atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to 
locate countries and describe features. 

 I can collect and analyse statistics and 
gather information in order to draw clear 
conclusions about locations. 

 I can use different types of fieldwork 
sampling (random and systematic) to observe, 
measure and record the human and physical 
features in the local area. Then record the results in 
a range of ways.  

 I can name and locate the countries of South 
America and identify their main physical and 
human characteristics.  

 I can understand geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human and physical 
geography of a region of South America  

 Use an atlas to locate and label a map of the 
countries of South America. 

 
To investigate patterns 
 

 I can identify and describe the 
geographical significance of latitude, longitude, 
Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, 
Arctic and Antarctic Circle,  

 I can explain some of the reasons for geographical 
similarities and differences between countries. 

 I can describe how locations around the world 
(South America) are changing and explain some of 
the reasons for change. 

 I can describe and understand key aspects of:  
 

a) physical geography, including: climate zones, 
biomes and vegetation belts,  

b) human geography, including: economic activity 
including trade links, and the distribution of 
natural resources including energy, food, 
minerals, and water supplies. 

 I can create maps of locations identifying 
patterns (such as: land use, climate zones, 
population densities, height of land). 

 I can measure simple straight line distances on a 
map – using scale bar 

 I can plan and sketch maps- symbols – appropriate 
style 

 
 

 
 

 To find out what coasts are and how they are formed.  
 To find out about the physical features 

of coasts and the processes 
of erosion that affect them.  

 To explore different strategies 
of coastal management.  

 To be able to identify different types of beaches.  
 To be able to use maps and 

secondary sources to research 
and describe coastal areas.  

 To learn how changes in landuse will affect people and 
the environment in different ways.  

Summer term Overview of knowledge Overview of knowledge Overview of knowledge Overview of knowledge 
  

 The Earth is split into continents (know their names) 
 The continents have shifted over time 
 The Earth was once called Pangea 
 Natural Earth disasters include Tidal wave / 

earthquake / meteor strike / ice age 
 Disasters cause landslides, flooding, fires etc 
 
 

 

 

 A settlement is a place where people gather together 
to share skills and resources etc 

 Ancient settlements needed water, defences, food 
sources, timber/stone sources etc 

 Modern settlements are more sophisticated and 
need different things like; sewerage, leisure 
activities, places of work, factories etc 

Not taught 
 

Not taught 

Summer term Overview of skills Overview of skills Overview of skills Overview of skills 
  

 I can describe key aspects of: physical geography, 
including: earthquakes   

 I can label a map of the Earth as it is now, including 
continents and some countries in each continent. 

 I can recognize how the land mass of the Earth has 
changed over time. 

 Where will this part end up? Eg India / Australasia / 
Antarctica. 

 I can identify which areas of the world are most at 
risk of Earthquakes and why. 

 I understand the environmental disaster impact on 
life on Earth of Tidal wave / earthquake / meteor 
strike / ice age etc 

 

 

 I can describe key aspects of physical and human 
geography, including: settlements and land use for 
both ancient and modern settlements 
 

Early Settlers 
 

 I give explanations for the location of some of the 
physical and human features e.g How is land used? 
How are settlements linked? Ideal place for settling 

 

Modern Settlements 
 

 I can think of what modern humans need and use 
this to design a modern settlement 

 

 

Not taught 
 

Not taught 
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