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Curriculum Area: History 
 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Topic or theme 
Autumn term Overview of knowledge Overview of knowledge Overview of knowledge Overview of knowledge 
 

 

 Events can be placed in order on a timeline, even 
events in my own lifetime. This is chronological 
order. 

 

 

 The Roman Emperor Claudius successfully invaded 
Britain in AD43. 

 The Roman Empire rapidly grew from Italy, 
spreading through Europe, Africa and Western Asia,  

 In AD60 the Iceni tribe leader, Queen Boudica 
raised an army and went on a rampage, burning the 
Roman towns of Colchester, London and St Albans. 

 The Roman army were successful due to their 
training, organisation and tactics.  

 Romans built their (straight) road network for the 
efficient movement of their army. Winding roads took 
longer to navigate and risked encounters with 
bandits and robbers.  

 

 

 A PRIMARY SOURCE is an original piece of 
evidence from the period of history being studied. 
For example: skeletons, arrowheads, documents. 
A SECONDARY SOURCE is information recounted 
or described from someone else’s point of view. It 
was made AFTER the time being studied. For 
example: A book about the Tudors, a newspaper 
article. 

 Prehistoric people believed that illness and death 
were caused by evil spirits. 

 Poorly Egyptians were looked after by the wise men; 
swnw (sew-new). 

 The Ancient Greeks (800 BC - 150 BC). The Greek 
scholars and physicians followed the teachings of 
Hippocrates, the “father of modern medicine”. 

 The Roman Empire (753 BC – 476 AD) heralded 
Galen as their surgeon and physician. He deduced 
many ideas about the human body by dissecting 
animals as it was illegal to dissect a human body. 

 Many Romans believed that a healthy body led to 
having a healthy mind and started to think about 
where they built towns and introduced regular 
bathing, sewers and public toilets. 

 During the Medieval times, many of the Roman and 
Greek ideas were dismissed. Miasma (bad air) was 
believed to be the cause of many illnesses. 

 Tudors didn’t believe in personal hygiene. Queen 
Elizabeth 1 only washed four times a year! 

 The Great Plague killed lots of people during the 
Tudor Reign. It is believed that The Great Fire of 
London (1666) ended the plague. 

 The Victorians (1837-1901) were troubled by 
cholera, typhoid and tuberculosis and only rich 
people could afford doctors. 

 Florence Nightingale, Joseph Lister, James Young 
Simpson, John Snow and Louis Pasteur helped 
change medical care during the Victorian era. 

 The NHS was founded in 1948 with the aim to 
provide equal, accessible healthcare for all. 

 
 

 

 World War II lasted from 1939 to 1945. 
 World War II began when German troops invaded 

Poland on 1 September 1939. 
 Winston Churchill was the leader of Britain for the 

majority of World War II. 
 Rationing was introduced as a means of ensuring 

the fair distribution of food and commodities when 
they were scarce. 

 During World War II, children were evacuated to 
safer locations to protect them from the risks of 
bombing.  

 Remembrance Day is commemorated on November 
11th each year, to remember all those who have 
fought for our country in war.  

 The main Axis countries were Germany, Italy and 
Japan and the main Allied countries were Great 
Britain, the United States, France and the Soviet 
Union. 

 The Battle of Britain, between the German Luftwaffe 
and the Royal Air Force, was the first ever battle to 
be fought only in the air. It was made up of lots of air 
battles that lasted from 10 July-31 October 1940. 

 World War II ended in Europe on 8 May 1945 – this 
is also known as VE Day. 

 World War II carried on for a few months after it 
ended in Europe, and officially ended when Japan 
formally surrendered to the Allies on 2 September 
1945 (also called VJ Day). 

 

Autumn term  Overview of skills  Overview of skills Overview of skills Overview of skills 
   

 I can place the time studied on a timeline  
 I can place events, artefacts and historical figures on 

a time line using dates. 
 I can use dates and terms to describe events. 
 

 

 I use appropriate historical vocabulary to 
communicate, including: dates, time period, era, 
change, chronology. 

 I use literacy, numeracy and computing skills to a 
good standard in order to communicate information 
about the past.  

 I show an understanding of concepts such as 
civilisation, monarchy, parliament, democracy, and 
war and peace 

 I use information as evidence to test hypotheses.   
 I can identify key features and events  
 I can look for links and effects in time studied  
 I identify and describe different ways in which the 

past has been interpreted. 
 

 I can identify primary and secondary sources  
 I can use evidence to build a picture of life in the 

time studied 
 I can place events, artefacts and historical figures on 

a time line using dates. 
 I can describe the main changes in a period of 

history (using terms such as: social, religious, 
political, technological and cultural). 

 I use dates and terms accurately in describing 
events. 

 

 I seek out and analyse a wide range of evidence in 
order to justify claims about the past. 

 I suggest reasons for continuity and change in 
history. 

 I recognise why some events, people and changes 
might be judged as more historically significant than 
others. 

 I show an awareness of the concept of propaganda 
and how historians must understand the social 
context of evidence studied. 

 I understand the concepts of continuity and change 
over time, representing them, along with evidence, 
on a time line. 

 I use dates and terms accurately in describing 
events. 

 I can identify periods of rapid change in history and 
contrast them with times of relatively little change. 

 I can recognise and use a range of primary and 
secondary sources to find out an aspect of time 
passed. 

 
 
 
 
 



                  Newquay Junior Academy Curriculum Overview 2019 ‐2020                 

 

Spring term Overview of knowledge Overview of knowledge Overview of knowledge Overview of knowledge 
 

 

 Ancient Greece was a major civilisation that was 
powerful between 500 and 300 BC. 

 Ancient Greeks worshipped many gods in temples. 
 Ancient Greeks used different styles of warfare like 

warships and foot-soldiers in battles against Sparta 
and city states. 

 Alexander the Great was one of the greatest military 
commanders who spread the Ancient Greek Empire. 

 Ancient Greeks invented democracy, the alphabet 
and the Olympic Games. 

 The Ancient Greek language is still used in many 
words in the English language.  

 Ancient Greek Art, sculpture and architecture still 
influences designs today.  

 Ancient Greeks ate a healthy diet with fish, olives, 
fruit and vegetables, wine and wheat being their 
main food types. 

 

 

 On 24 August 79 BC, the volcano Vesuvius in 
southern Italy erupted, burying the town of Pompeii.  

 Pompeii remained undiscovered for 1,500 years, the 
site was rediscovered in 1748. 

 It is estimated that around 2000 people were killed. 
 Romans had many jobs such as farmer, soldier, 

merchant, craftsman, lawyers, teachers and 
members of government.  

 School was mostly for boys; however, some wealthy 
girls were tutored at home. Poor children did not get 
to go to school. 	

 

 The Aztecs were an ancient civilisation who were at 
the peak of their empire at the same time that Henry 
VIII was on the throne of England. 

 The land the Aztecs chose to settle on was an island 
in the middle of Lake Texcoco, a shallow swampy 
place surrounded by volcanoes. 

 The Aztecs added freshwater aqueducts; 
chinampas; canals; conquered neighbouring lands 
for materials they would need. 

 Tenochtitlan soon became a city far bigger than any 
in Europe at the time. 

 The Aztecs believed that gods controlled everything, 
including the weather, farming, water, etc. The 
Aztecs had an emperor (tlatoani) whom they 
believed to be descended from a god. To begin with, 
the emperor was elected but eventually the position 
became a title that was handed down one family 
from father to son. 

 There were people who served the emperor and 
some of the other people of importance in Aztec 
society, e.g. deputy ruler, priests, government 
officials, and warriors. 

 Ordinary people of the Aztecs were organised into 
calpullis. 

 

 
None this Term 

Spring term Overview of skills Overview of skills Overview of skills Overview of skills 
   I use evidence to ask questions and find answers to 

questions about the past. (Week 1/2) 
 I can find out about everyday lives of people in time 

studied.  
 I can compare with our lives today. 
 I can identify reasons for and results of peoples 

actions. 
 I can use a range of sources to finds out about a 

period  
 I can select and record information relevant to the 

study. 
 I show an understanding of the concept of nation 

and a nation’s history through discussions, pictures, 
drama and annotations.  

 I use appropriate historical vocabulary to 
communicate, including:  

a) dates  
b) time period  

 

 

 I can place events, artefacts and historical figures on 
a time line using dates. 

 I describe some of the main events, people and 
periods I have studied, they describe characteristic 
features of past societies and periods. 

 I understand the concept of change over time, 
representing this, along with evidence, on a time 
line. 

 I understand more complex terms AD/BC. 
 I can suggest suitable sources of evidence for 

historical enquiries. 
 I can ask a variety of questions. 
 I can use a growing range of sources to investigate a 

time period 
 

 

 

 I can describe the characteristic features of the past, 
including ideas, beliefs, attitudes and experiences of 
men, women and children.  

 I can describe the social, ethnic, cultural or religious 
diversity of past society. 

 I can compare some of the times studied with those 
of the other areas of interest around the world.  

 Use appropriate historical vocabulary to 
communicate, including: dates, time period, era, 
change, chronology, century, decade, legacy. 

 I can use original ways to present information and 
ideas. 

 

 

None this Term 

Summer term Overview of knowledge Overview of knowledge Overview of knowledge Overview of knowledge 
 

 

None this Term 
 

 I can identify the Viking Homelands and Viking 
Settlements. 

 I can identify Viking invasion routes. 
 I know longboats of Viking warriors were powered by 

a single, central sail and by rowers along each side.  
 I can research how the Vikings lived in terms of 

housing, clothing, food and Gods. 

None this Term 
 

 I can point out where Egypt is on a map. 
 I can describe when the ancient Egyptians lived. 
 I can understand what was important to people during 

ancient Egyptian times. 
 I can understand and explain the ancient Egyptian 

ritual of mummification. 
 I can compare and contrast the Egyptian writing with 

my own 
 I can design, build and evaluate a model shaduf. 

Summer term  Overview of skills  Overview of skills Overview of skills Overview of skills 
 

 

None this Term  I use appropriate historical vocabulary to 
communicate, including: dates, time period, era, 
change, chronology. 

 I use literacy, numeracy and computing skills to a 
good standard in order to communicate information 
about the past.  

 I show an understanding of concepts such as 
civilisation, monarchy, parliament, democracy, and 
war and peace. 

 I can place events, artefacts and historical figures on 
a time line using dates. 

 I describe some of the main events, people and 
periods I have studied, they describe characteristic 
features of past societies and periods. 

 

 

None this Term  I use sources of information to form testable 
hypotheses about the past. 

 I refine lines of enquiry as appropriate.  
 I investigate historical problems and issues 
 I can recognise and use a range of primary and 

secondary sources to find out an aspect of time 
passed. 

 Use a variety of ways to communicate knowledge 
and understanding through extended writing and 
wall displays. 

 Plan and carry out individual investigations. 
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