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Curriculum area: Music 
 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Topic or theme 
Autumn term Overview of knowledge Overview of knowledge Overview of knowledge Overview of knowledge 
 
 

 

Let your spirit fly 
 

 A good singing performance needs posture, breathing, 
clear diction, melody, remembered words and rhythm. 

 The pulse or beat is the heartbeat of a song. 
 Music is made of patterns of notes to convey a mood. 
 Pitch is the musical word for the range of high and low 

sounds.  
 Dynamics is the musical word to describe how loud or 

quiet the music is.  
 Tempo is an Italian word used to describe how fast or 

slow the music is.  
 

 

	

STOP! 
 

 Improvisation is to make up a sequence or tune and 
play it on the spot. 

 An interlude is a passage of music played between the 
main themes.  

 An introduction is the music heard at the beginning of a 
song or piece of music bridge; a section of music that 
takes us from a verse to a chorus, just as a bridge over 
a river takes us from one place to another.  

 Rhythm is the combination of long and short sounds to 
make patterns.		

 

Dancing in the street 
 

 Motown was musical genre from 1960’s American 
 It was the first black-owned record company in 

America 
 A song is typically made up of a verse/bridge/chorus 

structure 
 Pop songs often connect the verse and chorus via a 

bridge, which as its name suggests, is a section that 
connects the verse and chorus at one or more points 
in the song. The verse and chorus are usually 
repeated throughout a song though the bridge is 
usually only used once.	

 

You’ve got a friend 
 

 A scale is a sequence of notes ordered by pitch 
 To make a chord, you can use notes 1, 3 and 5 of a scale.  
 Texture means the overall sound of a piece of music.  
 Timbre is what makes a particular musical sound have a 

different sound from another, even when they have the 
same pitch and loudness. 

 Conventional notation uses staves and note heads, and is 
what most musicians follow and use when reading music.  

 

Autumn term Overview of skills Overview of skills Overview of skills Overview of skills 
 

 

 Sing songs within a variety of styles with confidence 
 Keep a steady beat on an instrument in a group or 

individually. 
 Explore sounds of different instruments and how they 

can represent different pictures/ stories/ moods. 
 Compose music that creates a mood. 
 Listen with concentration to longer pieces/ extracts of live 

and recorded music 
 Recognise some familiar instrumental sounds in 

recorded music (piano, violin, guitar, drums etc.)	
	

 

 Sing two or three parts with more confidence and 
increasing pitch accuracy 

 Recognise music from different times and countries. 
 Explore music that describes feelings or moods using 

different dynamics, tempi, timbres etc. 
 Explore combining and controlling sounds to achieve a 

desired effect.	

 

 Sing songs linked to an era of history understanding 
its history and purpose.  

 Perform songs in a way that reflects their meaning.  
 Create own simple songs. 
 Study a style or period of music that has made 

music what it is today.  
 Create pieces of music using musical structures. 

 

 

 Read and play from conventional or graphic notation. 
 Improvise in a variety of styles. 
 Perform a solo with increasing accuracy, fluency, control 

and expression. 
 Use a range of symbols (conventional or graphic) to record 

compositions 
 
 

 

Spring term Overview of knowledge Overview of knowledge Overview of knowledge Overview of knowledge 
 
 

 

Glockenspiel Stage 1 
 

 Composing is creating and developing musical ideas. 
 Composed music can convey mood and character by the 

choice of melody, instrument, dynamics and structure.  
 Notation is a visual way to represent music. This can be 

graphic or traditional.  
 

 

 

Blackbird 
 

 A standard piece of music will include a verse and 
chorus structure. 

 Tuned percussion instruments can sound different 
notes when it is hit.  

 Untuned percussion instruments have no definite pitch 
when hit.  

 A riff is a short repeated phrase, often played on a lead 
instrument.	

South America 
 

 A round is a musical composition where voices sing 
the same melody starting at different times. 

 

Drumming 
 

 Samba is known as the carnival rhythms of Brazil 
 Instruments include: surdo, caixa, repinique, 

tamborim and agogo 
 A percussion instrument is a musical instrument that 

is sounded by being struck or scraped by a beater, 
hand or other instrument. 

 In music, syncopation involves a variety of rhythms 
which are in some way unexpected, making part or 
all of a tune or piece of music off-beat.  

 The structure of a musical piece is known as the 
composition. 

 Bass instruments are the lowest in pitch. 
 

 

Classroom Jazz 2 
 There are many different genres of music.  
 Jazz is a music genre that originated in the African-

American communities of New Orleans, United States. 
 Jazz has free style and syncopation which means not 

sticking to simple rhythms and beats. 
 Horace Parlan was born in 1931 and is an American Jazz 

piano player. 
	

Spring term Overview of skills Overview of skills Overview of skills Overview of skills 
 

 

 Play using symbols including graphic and simple graphic 
notation 

 Use symbols to represent sound through graphic and 
traditional notation. 

 Keep a steady beat on an instrument in a group or 
individually 

 Perform with an awareness of others 
 

 

 Use tuned instruments with increasing confidence to 
accompany songs such as drones and ostinato.  

 Sing songs showing musical expression (phrasing, 
changing of tempo, dynamics); reflecting the mood and 
character of the song and its context.  

 Compose music that has a recognisable structure 
(beginning, middle and end). 

 Practice and rehearse in order to improve performance.  
	

 

 Sing songs in a variety of styles showing accuracy 
and expression.  

 Sing part of 2 and 3 part rounds with confidence and 
pitch accuracy.  

 Sing songs from memory.  
 Perform with a sense of occasion. 
 Understand the context of a piece or a song. 
 Evaluate how venue, occasion and purpose affect 

the way music is created and heard 
 Compare two different pieces of instrumental music 

from different countries and discuss the similarities 
and differences. 

 Recognise music from different cultures. 
 Identify key elements that give it its unique sound.	
 
 
 
 

 

 Read and play from conventional or graphic notation 
 Improvise in a variety of styles 
 Recognise and identify features of expression (different 

dynamics, metre and tempi) 
 Compare music from different countries/ times and discuss 

any similarities and differences 
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Summer term Overview of knowledge Overview of knowledge Overview of knowledge Overview of knowledge 
YEAR 3 – THE DRAGON SONG 
 
YEAR 4 – GLOCKENSPIEL 
STAGE 2 
 
YEAR 5 – SOUTH AMERICA 
 
YEAR 6 – PRODUCTION 
PERFORMANCE SKILLS 
 

 

The Dragon Song 
 

 Chords are when more than one note is played at the 
same time.  

 Ensemble is a French word used to describe 
playing/singing/performing together.		

 A melody is a sequence of single notes that is musically 
satisfying; a tune 

	

 

Glockenspiel Stage 2 
 

 A quaver is worth half a beat. 
 A crotchet is worth one beat. 
 A minim is worth two beats. 
 A semi-breve is worth four beats. 
 I know what each of the above notes look like on a 

stave.  
 I can name all of the notes on a stave.  

 

The Fresh Prince of Bel Air 
 

 Lyrics are the words to a song. 
 I know how to draw notes accurately on a stave to 

represent music, using FACE and EGBDF to help 
me. 

 Compose is to write or create music. 
 When performing it’s important to understand the 

meaning of the lyrics and melody in order to connect 
with the audience. 

 

Production Performance Skills 
 

 A crescendo is an increase in volume 
 A diminuendo is a decrease in volume. 
 You must sing from the diaphragm.  
 The diaphragm is a thin muscle that sits at the base of the 

chest. It contracts and flattens when inhale and relaxes 
when you exhale pushing air out of the lungs. 

 Harmony is different notes sung or played at the same 
time to produce chords.  

	

Summer term Overview of skills Overview of skills Overview of skills Overview of skills 
 

 

 Show increasing accuracy of pitch  
 Sing in two parts 
 Explore  
 longer – shorter / faster – slower / higher – lower / louder 

– quieter sounds on instruments and using voices. 
 Keep a steady beat on an instrument in a group or 

individually 
 Play using symbols including graphic and simple graphic 

notation 

 

 Compose a short simple musical piece. 
 Understand symbols for a minim, crotchet, quavers and 

semi-breve and the beats they represent. 
 Sing songs in a variety of styles with increasing 

awareness of the tune of their voice and shape of the 
melody. 

 Identify structure in a song or piece of music. 
 Learn standard notation for the musical stave EGBDF 

and FACE. 
 

 

 Create and use symbols to represent sound. 
 Read and create rhythm grids. 
 Play with help from conventional or graphic notation. 
 Use appropriate notations to record their own and 

others’ compositions, e.g. graphic or grid. 
 Compose and perform a song with awareness of 

lyrics and melody.  
 Setting words to melody. 
 

 

 Distinguish differences in timbre and texture between a 
wide variety of instruments and instrumentation 

 Recognise and identify features of expression (different 
dynamics, metre and tempi) 

 Compare music from different countries/ times and discuss 
any similarities and differences 

 Use musical vocabulary and knowledge to talk about and 
discuss music from a variety of sources, traditions and 
cultures 

 

 


